
eHealth Council 
March 17, 2016 

9:30 A.M- 11:30 A.M. 

Nebraska Educational Telecommunications, Board Room, 1800 No. 33rd Street, Lincoln 

Omaha: UNMC Business Services Center Room 3037B 

North Platte: Great Plains Regional Medical Center--Dakota Room 

Tentative Agenda 

Meeting Materials 

 

9:30 
Roll Call 
Notice of Posting of Agenda 
Notice of Nebraska Open Meetings Act Posting 
Approval of Sept. 17, 2015 minutes*  

Public Comment 

9:40 Membership 

 Rama Kolli 

 Linda Wittmuss 

 Gary Cochran, Alternate for Marsha Morien 

 Heather Wood, Alternate for Linda Wittmuss 
 

9:50 ONC Advance Interoperable Health IT Services to Support Health Information Exchange Grant 

Update 

 Recruitment and Facility Implementation—Rachel Houseman 

 Integrated Communities and Use Cases—Gary Cochran, UNMC 
o What We Have Learned 
o Next Steps 

 Data Use and Ownership—Deb Bass 

10:30 PDMP Updates (LB 471, CDC grant, and Harold Rogers grant) 

 LB 471 – Final Reading Copy (Not included in meeting materials packet) 

10:50 Behavioral Health 

 Behavioral Health Update on New Data System—Heather Wood or Linda Wittmuss 

 Proposed Revisions to the Confidentiality of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Patient Records 
Regulations—42 CFR Part 2 (Not included in meeting materials packet) 

11:10  Consumer Involvement 

 Update from NeHII Consumer Advisory Committee and Consumer Engagement Community of 
Practice—Anne Byers 

 Are members aware of successful consumer engagement projects in Nebraska?  

11:20 Provider Directory 

ONC-SIM Health IT Resource Center Strategic Implementation Guide-Provider Directories  

(Not included in meeting materials packet) 

http://nitc.ne.gov/ehealth_council/meetings/minutes/2015Sept17minutes.pdf
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/Current/PDF/Final/LB471.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/02/09/2016-01841/confidentiality-of-substance-use-disorder-patient-records#h-12
https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/statestrategicimplementationguide-providerdirectories-v1-final.pdf


11:30  Adjourn 

Meeting notices were posted on the Public Meeting website on Feb. 24, 2016 and NITC websites on Feb. 25, 2016 .* Indicates 

action items.  Meeting agenda posted on March 15, 2016. 



EHEALTH COUNCIL 
Thursday, September 17, 2015, 1:30 p.m. 

Executive Building, 521 South 14th St., Lincoln, first floor video conferencing room 
 
Public Participation Sites [NEB. REV. STAT. § 84-1411(6)]: 
UNMC: Business Service Center (4230 Building), 42nd and Leavenworth, Room 3037 B 
 
Members Present: 
Joni Booth 
Max Thacker (at UNMC public participation site) 
Kathy Cook 
Kevin Borcher 
Heather Wood for Sheri Dawson 
Cindy Kadavy 
Jenifer Roberts-Johnson 
Jim McClay 
Marsha Morien 
June Ryan 
Patti Schnieder for Todd Searls 
Robin Szwanek 
Delane Wycoff 
Anna Turman 
Bridget Young 
 
Members Absent: Kevin Conway, Susan Courtney, Joel Dougherty, Marty Fattig, and Dave 
Palm  
 
ROLL CALL, NOTICE OF POSTING OF AGENDA, NOTICE OF NEBRASKA OPEN 
MEETINGS ACT POSTING 
 
Ms. Morien called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m. There were 14 voting members present. A 

quorum was present. Meeting notices were posted on the Public Meeting calendar on Sept. 4, 

2015 and NITC websites on Sept. 15, 2015.  The meeting agenda was posted on Sept. 15, 

2014. A copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was available on the table. 

INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Members introduced themselves. 
 
APPROVAL OF MARCH 30, 2015 MINUTES AND NOVEMBER 13, 2014 MINUTES 
 
Dr. Delane Wycoff noted the Nov. 13 minutes should be corrected to state that he was present 
at the Great Plains Regional Medical Center site. There were no other corrections.  Dr. Wycoff 
made a motion to approve the minutes for March 30, 2015 and November 13, 2014 as 
corrected. Jennifer Roberts-Johnson seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:  Booth-
Abstain, Cook-Abstain, Borcher-Yes, Wood-Abstain, Kadavy-Abstain, Roberts-Johnson-
Yes, McClay-Abstain, Morien-Yes, Ryan-Abstain, Schnieder-Abstain, Szwanek-Asbtain, 
Ryan-Abstain, Wycoff-Yes, Turman-Abstain, Young-Abstain. (4-Yes, 0-Nay, 10-Abstain)  
Motion carried. 
 



Members Present at Public Participation Site:  Max Thacker (UNMC) 
  
Members Absent: Kevin Conway, Susan Courtney, Joel Dougherty, Marty Fattig, and Dave 
Palm  
 
ORIENTATION/REVIEW OF ROLE OF EHEALTH COUNCILS 
 
Anne Byers gave an overview of the eHealth Council, including the mission of the eHealth 
Council, Council responsibilities, and the policy for handling and reporting a potential conflict of 
interest. Council responsibilities include: 
 

• Assisting the Commission in developing, reviewing and updating the statewide 
technology plan;  

• Reviewing the current status of healthcare information technology adoption by the 
healthcare delivery system in Nebraska;  

• Addressing potential security, privacy and other issues related to the adoption of 
interoperable healthcare information technology in Nebraska;  

• Evaluating the cost of using interoperable healthcare information technology by the 
healthcare delivery system in Nebraska;  

• Identifying private resources and public/private partnerships to fund efforts to adopt 
interoperable healthcare information technology;  

• Supporting and promote the use of telehealth as a vehicle to improve healthcare access 
to Nebraskans;  

• Recommending best practices or policies for state government and private entities to 
promote the adoption of interoperable healthcare information technology. 

 
APPROVAL OF NEW MEMBER – DR. SHAWN MURDOCK 
 
Dr. Shawn Murdock has been nominated to serve on the eHealth Council.  Dr. Wycoff stated Dr. 
Murdock is a physician with Midlands Family Medicine in North Platte.  Dr. Murdock has also 
been involved in one of the ACO’s being organized in the state. 
 
Dr. Wycoff made a motion to approve Dr. Murdock’s nomination.  Dr. McClay seconded the 
motion. The vote was as follows:  Booth-Yes, Cook-Yes, Borcher-Yes, Wood-Yes, Kadavy-
Yes, Roberts-Johnson-Yes, McClay-Yes, Morien-Yes, Ryan-Yes, Schnieder-Yes, 
Szwanek-Yes, Ryan-Yes, Wycoff-Yes, Turman-Yes, Young-Yes. (4-Yes, 0-Nay, 10-Abstain)  
Motion carried. 
 
Members Present at Public Participation Site:  Max Thacker (UNMC) 
  
Members Absent: Kevin Conway, Susan Courtney, Joel Dougherty, Marty Fattig, and Dave 
Palm  
 
UPDATES 
 
ONC Advance Interoperable Health IT Services to Support HIE Cooperative Agreement. 
On July 27, 2015, the NITC/Office of the Chief Information Officer received a $2.7 million two-
year cooperative agreement from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of 
the National Coordinator for Health IT.  The goal of the Nebraska Advance Interoperable Health 
IT Services to Support HIE Cooperative Agreement is to increase the adoption and use of 
interoperable health IT services to support the exchange of health information within Nebraska 



and with neighboring states to improve transitions of care and care coordination, to increase 
overall health care quality, lower health care costs, and improve population health.   
 
The grant project targets Critical Access Hospitals, long-term care facilities, public health and 
researchers.  Milestone metrics for the grant include adding 13 HL7 data sharing participants 
(including 8 Critical Access Hospitals), adding 10 C-CCDA data sharing participants, adding 50 
Direct secure messaging participants, implementing mobile ADT alerts for 40 providers, 
connecting to 5 HIEs through the Interstate Gateway Connection, connecting 8 Critical Access 
Hospitals to the State of Nebraska’s syndromic surveillance system through NeHII,  and 
connecting 5 facilities to Spectrum population health analytics.  In addition, two integrated 
communities will be created.  Participating facilities in the integrated communities will receive 
assistance in integrating health information exchange into their workflow. Lessons learned will 
be shared through six training modules and user workgroups.  Grant funds will also be used to 
develop two demonstration projects which integrate HIE data for comparative effectiveness 
research.   
   
NeHII will hold a strategic planning meeting in Lincoln on Friday, October 2, starting with 
registration and breakfast at 8:00.  Anne will send out information to the group. 
  
CDC Prescription Drug Overdose Prevention for States Grant.  Jenifer Roberts-Johnson 
gave an update on the CDC grant recently received by DHHS.  Nebraska was one of 16 states 
to receive a grant. The grant is focused on drug overdose prevention. Working with NeHII on 
enhancements to the state’s Prescription Drug Monitoring program is one aspect of the grant.   
The grant will provide funding for a project manager at DHHS to work on this project.  Funding is 
$771,249 per year over the next four years.   
 
 
STATEWIDE TECHNOLOGY PLAN ACTION ITEMS 
The NITC annually updates a statewide technology plan. The plan focuses on a number of 
strategic initiatives including eHealth. NITC Councils are charged with developing action items 
to support these initiatives. A document describing the eHealth strategic initiative was included 
in the meeting materials. The description should be updated to include information on the new 
ONC grant. Members reviewed the description and offered the following comments: 
 
 

 The number of NeHII users is cited twice. The number of users doesn’t match.   

 The map of NeHII participating hospitals should include information on the counties in 
white in the legend.  These counties have no NeHII participating hospitals.  

 A graph of the number of NeHII queries should be included. 

 The % of active users could also be tracked.  

 Information on the % of beds covered by NeHII should include the total number of beds 
in Nebraska. 

 The number of users should include a description of users. 

 Members preferred line graphs with a target.  
 
Ms. Byers will revise the document and send out to council members. 
 
Members discussed possible action items. Ms. Byers suggested that one action item should 
address supporting the Advance Interoperable Health IT Services to Support HIE cooperative 
agreement.  Members agreed. Kathy Cook made a motion to have Ms. Byers draft an action 



item regarding supporting the cooperative agreement. Kevin Borcher seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Members did not have suggestions for other action items at this time. Ms. Byers stated that the 
plan is a fluid document. Additional action items can be added at a later time.  
 
Dr. Wycoff moved to adjourn the meeting. Kevin Borcher seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Minutes taken by Lori Lopez Urdiales and Anne Byers. 



 

eHealth Council Nominees 

 
Rama Kolli 
 

Rama Kolli is vice president, information services and chief information officer for 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Nebraska (BCBSNE) and is a leader on the company’s 
service and technology team. 
In his more than 11 years at BCBSNE, Kolli has been instrumental in many critical 
endeavors, including modernizing systems, building and leading the enterprise 
architecture team and championing the architecture that will be the foundation of 
the company’s technical future. He also was a member of the business innovation 
team responsible for providing strategy in addressing the challenges of the health 
care law. 

Previously, Kolli worked as a developer consultant at noteClip in New York, Niku in Silicon Valley and at 
DSQ Software Ltd in India before coming to the United States. 
Kolli earned a bachelor’s degree in science from Nagarjuna University, India and a master’s degree in 
computer applications from the University of Chennai, India. He serves as a board member for the AIM 
Institute, is a member of the Nebraska Health Information Initiative (NeHII) technical committee and sits 
as a proxy on the eHealth Council of Nebraska Information Technology Commission. 
 

 
Linda Wittmuss 
 
Linda Wittmuss, PA, Deputy Director System Integration, DHHS, Division of Behavioral Health.  Linda is 
the former Associate Regional Administrator for Region V Systems where she participated in the 
development and implementation of electronic behavioral health systems for the regional network. 
Prior to that she was the Managed Care Program Manager for the Division of Behavioral Health.  Linda 
joined the Division of Behavioral Health in December 2015 and her current system integration duties 
include the Division of Behavioral Health’s data system. 
 
 



ONC eHealth Dashboard 

EHR Adoption 

 

 

Health Information Exchange 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Patient Engagement 

 

 

ONC Health IT.gov Dashboard (http://dashboard.healthit.gov/dashboards/physician-health-it-adoption.php) 

 

http://dashboard.healthit.gov/dashboards/physician-health-it-adoption.php


Nebraska Advance Interoperable Health IT Services to Support Health Information Exchange 
Facility Recruitment and Implementation Summary 

February 29, 2016  
(Update Monthly) 

Method of Health 
Information 
Exchange/Functionality 

Facility/Provider 
Description 

Target # of  
Facilities/ 
Providers 

# of Facilities/ 
Providers 
Confirmed  

# of 
Facilities 
in  
Progress 

# of  
Facilities 
Implemented 

Notes 

Direct Secure Messaging Long-term Care 
Facilities 

50 38 1 6 Vetter Health signed a letter of intent to participate 
in the grant, bringing the number of long-term care 
facilities participating to 38.  39 Direct user accounts 
have been set up. Colonial Acres in Humboldt is in 
progress. 

Sending data to NeHII using 
C-CDA (Consolidated-Clinical 
Document Architecture) 

Clinics 5 3 0 0 This functionality will be available when NeHII 
migrates to a new platform and pricing has been 
established. 

Sending data to NeHII using 
HL7 (standard for transfer of  
clinical data developed by 
Health Level Seven) 

Critical  Access 
Hospitals,  
Labs, and other 

18 18 5 0 Physicians Lab,  Community Memorial Hospital 
(Syracuse), Tri-Valley (Cambridge), CHI Nebraska 
Heart Institute Clinics, CHI Health TPN Clinics are in 
progress.  Scheduling March kick offs for Auburn 
Family Health Center and Community Medical Center 
(Falls City) 

Population Analytics Health Systems 5 4 0 0 Scheduling  Nebraska Medicine implementation   

Sending data between NeHII 
and other 
Health Information 
Exchanges 

Health Information 
Exchanges 

5 6 0 0 This functionality will be available when NeHII 
migrates to a new platform. 

ADT (Admission, Discharge 
and Transfer) alerts via 
mobile messaging 

Health Care 
Providers, Payers 

40 5 0 0 Recruitment for ADT alerts via mobile messaging is 
just starting. 

 

Sending data to the state's 
syndromic surveillance 
system 
via NeHII 

Critical Access 
Hospitals 

8 7 1 0 Community Hospital (McCook) in progress 

Integrated Communities—
UNMC and NeHII will work 
with  
facilities in these 
communities on workflow 
integration 

Communities 
including  
hospitals, long term 
care, 
clinics, and 
pharmacies 

2 1 0 0 Work is beginning with the Auburn Integrated 
Community. Nemaha County Hospital, Auburn Family 
Health Center, Family Value Pharmacy, Cody’s U-Save 
Pharmacy, Good Samaritan Society – Auburn, and 
Colonial Acres in Humboldt are confirmed 
participants. 

 

 

 



Additional Metrics (Update Quarterly) 

Metric Target Feb. 2016 June 2016 Sept. 2016 Dec. 2016 March 2017 June 2017 Project End 

# of Users         
# of direct e-mail addresses at Direct grant facilities 100 39       
Integrated Communities Metrics         
# of user support groups created 2 1       

# of user support group members 100 104       
# of unique use cases identified 20 16       

 


