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LB 823 – GIS Council of NITC.  At the time this memo was drafted, LB 823 was at the final 
reading stage of the legislative process.  Among other things, LB 823 (as amended) revises the 
statutes relating to the Nebraska Geographic Information System Steering Committee, formally 
making it an advisory committee of the NITC and changing its name to the Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) Council.  The statutory responsibilities of the GIS Council remain 
largely unchanged, with the exception of adding a reporting requirement to the NITC, in addition 
to the Legislature.  The statutory changes also charge the NITC with nominating all non-state 
agency representative members, with final appointment by the Governor.  The NITC is also 
charged with determining the terms of GIS Council membership. The membership of the GIS 
Council remains the same as was previously defined in statute, with the exception of a new 
statutory provision that allows the NITC to nominate additional members, to be appointed by the 
Governor.  Previous actions by the GIS Steering Committee indicate an interest in added some 
additional members to represent some key constituencies not currently represented on the body. 
 
GIS Council Charter.  It is my understanding that the relationships between the NITC and its 
various Councils have been determined by a Charter process.  If it is the wish of the NITC, the 
GIS Steering Committee/Council stands ready to engage in such a Charter defining process.   
 
GIS Action Plan Items.  Four GIS-related items have been submitted for inclusion in the 
NITC’s Statewide Technology Plan Action Items for 2008.  Three of these are updates to 
previous action items and one is new.  It should be noted that while these four action items 
certainly reflect the defined priorities of the GIS Steering Committee, the Committee itself has 
not acted on these items in exactly this format.  This is due to the fact that heretofore, the GIS 
Steering Committee’s processes have not been closely linked with those of the NITC. 

Continuation Items: 
• Nebraska Geospatial Data Sharing and Web Services Network 
• Street Centerline-Address Database 
• Metadata and State Geospatial Data Catalogue 

New Action Item: 
• Statewide Geospatial Infrastructure Strategic Planning 

 
Collaborative Imagery Acquisition.  In addition to the on-going work on the action items 
above, recent collaborative efforts to acquire updated orthoimagery are worthy of note. Through 
an effort involving state, local and federal agencies Nebraska has acquired updated, 1-m 
resolution, color, statewide orthoimagery at the bargain price of only $8,500 for imagery that 
originally costs over $1,000,000.  2007 also saw the near completion of a multi-year effort to 
acquire high-resolution imagery (6-in. and 1-ft resolution) for many of the more urbanized areas 
of Nebraska.  Cities and counties lead this collaborative effort, with state and federal agency 
support, which involved over 8,000 sq. mi. and a total cost in the $1,300,000 neighborhood.   


